
 
AP Literature:  Prose Mid-term Review 
 
Please highlight the items you do not KNOW at this point and take the time to find out what 
they mean with an example, please.  Use your text and the AP Resource Handbook-  A 
general dictionary will not be literary. 
 
Full-length Genres and Movements 
picaresque 
bildungsroman 
farce 
stream- of consciousness 
anecdotal 
mock heroic  
satire  
social commentary  
speculative, or dystopian fiction 
epistolary 
Gothic 
tragedy  
Absurdist and minimalist 
Naturalist 

Realist 

Romantic 

 
Thematic Development 
 Exposition 
 Climax-turning points 

Conflicts: internal/external 
Denouement 
In medias res 

     Motifs/ archetypes 
 Deus ex machina 
  
Diction:)-  here are the biggies…  
 
connotation  
denotation   
cacophonous  
euphonious  
euphemistic  
abstract  
concrete  
colloquial  
jargon 
 
Syntax and grammatical structures:  (see full list in Resource packet) 



convoluted,  
loose sentence,  
periodic sentence 
inversion  
juxtaposition/ antithesis  
antecedent  
rhetorical question  
parallelism  
anaphora  
imperative 
asyndeton and polysyndeton  
 
Character: 

Antagonist 
Protagonist 
Round/Flat 
Foil 
Dynamic/Static 
Direct/ Indirect  
Stock or stereotyped 
Major/ minor 
Doppelganger  
Heroes- Byronic / classic/anti/ tragic/ dystopian 
Confidant(e) 

 
Archetypes:  List major…   
 
Points of View 
     First : Major/Minor/Innocent Eye/omniscient 
     Second:  “you” 
     Third: Limited/Omniscient, Objective/ rotating 
 
Tone and style Vocabulary: 
Look over notes you have taken on vocabulary and terminology and your tone and style 
vocabulary, especially your old quizzes which have analysis done for you already.  Organize 
quizzes with the works you will use on the open response. Highlight the choice words in 
your quizzes. Please create a TONE words chart with categories and/or degrees so you don’t 
fall back on “bad” and “good” or “positive” and “negative.”  
 
Themes: 
 Create a list of at least five additional themes, settings, characters, and symbols we have 
encountered this year and jot down novels and plays which would befit an essay on these 
ideas.  Use your Foster and the old list of open responses to generate ideas. For example… 
 

1) an (un)successful attempt at recreating the past- The Great Gatsby, Wuthering Heights, 
1984, Anthem, Great Expectations, Atonement, Lord of the Flies 

 



2) contrasting settings which articulate a theme (Location)-  The Awakening, Wuthering 
Heights, Pride and Prejudice, 1984, Fahrenheit 451, Lord of the Flies … 

 
3) the ambiguous villain - Abigail, Heathcliff, Macbeth, Shylock, Briony, Ahab, 

Dimmesdale, Lady Macbeth 
 

4) social commentary (it’s all political)-  The Great Gatsby, Pride and Prejudice, all dystopian 
fiction, The Merchant of Venice, The Crucible, Master Harold and the Boys, Lord of the Flies, Of 
Mice and Men, The Help,  

 
HAVE YOU BEEN DOING NOVEL REVIEW SHEETS?????  

Do some now.  Work together on them 
 


